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Councillors back cap on School uniform prices
School uniform costs have become
an excessive burden to parents
across Reading, and Labour
Councillors are urging the
Government to take action. Back in
2015 the Conservative Government
promised to issue guidance for schools
on uniforms, which would see binding
rules for schools to ensure fairer costs.
But four years later, despite repeated
urging by Labour MPs, there has been
no sign of the promised action. Schools
are suffering after years of Tory cuts to
their own budgets. This has left them
desperate to raise funds however they
can, and lacking in resources to help
parents in the way they would like.
Meanwhile, with local government
bearing the brunt of austerity, the
Council can no longer provide the
school uniform grant, which once
supported disadvantaged families to
help deal with these costs.

Mayor Woodward!

Excessive uniform prices
South Central Ambulance Trust
who provide traditional 999
emergency services, and Sport In
Mind who use sport to aid those
experiencing mental health
issues.

Long serving Church Ward
Councillor Paul Woodward will
spend this year as Mayor of
Reading!
Paul was sworn in as the new Mayor
in the summer where he paid tribute
to the "exemplary" work of his
predecessor Debs Edwards and said:
"Reading is a town worth
representing. I am honoured to have
been chosen. The promotion
of Reading as a tourist destination is
something I want to sort out this
year.” Paul has chosen to support
three local charities for his term
between 2019 and 2020. They are:
Reading Family Aid which supports
disadvantaged families with
children,

Cllrs Pearce, Woodward &
McEwan out campaigning

There are simple solutions. Being
allowed to buy a generic uniform
with a sew-on logo should be
common practice. If the
government provided the
guidance promised and reversed
the disgraceful cuts to council and
school budgets, the affordability
of school uniforms could be
guaranteed and parents
protected.

Mayor Woodward being sworn in

Church Ward News

Remember, as well as our regular

It has been a busy few months as
usual for Church ward Councillors.
Thousands of the South Reading
calendar were delivered, the fun day was
attended, meetings with local charities
and organisations as well as resident
meetings. We are seeking community
use for a piece of unused land between
Staverton Road & The Lawns, and will be
investigating speed calming measures for
Cressingham Road and nearby roads.

views, we have our regular advice

canvassing sessions to seek resident
surgery on the first Saturday of every
month at the Whitley Cafe on
Northumberland Avenue from 10.30am12pm. Early next year we will also be
holding surgeries across the Ward so
watch out for flyers saying exactly
where and when dropping through your
doors.

