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ACTION NEEDED ON
HOUSING SHORTAGE
Reading East MP Matt Rodda and Church Ward
Councillors' views on the housing crisis
There is little doubt that Reading is
suffering a severe housing crisis and that
the shortage of affordable homes to buy
and rent affects thousands of residents.
Too many local people are living in
overcrowded private rented housing,
sharing with parents, sofa surfing or are
affected in some other way by the lack of
homes. It was pleasing that Jeremy
Corbyn came to Reading to see the
problem for himself. For many young
people who are saving hard it is almost
impossible to buy their first home, unless
they are lucky enough to have help from
generous parents. For others it is difficult
to even find a home at all, with rents now
averaging nearly £1000 a month and
there are very few new council houses
available to rent. The shortage of council
homes was made far worse by former
Chancellor George Osborne.
Osborne restricted local councils’ ability

to build homes and as a result, Reading
Borough’s plan to build 1000 new council
homes has had to been scrapped. The
council will continue to do what it can,
but is only able to fund a much smaller
programme. Osborne’s mistake was
compounded by the Government also
making it harder for councils to insist that
a significant proportion of homes in
private developments are affordable.
That is why we're calling for the
Government to rethink its housing policy
and in particular for the Housing Minister
and Conservative MP for Reading West,
Alok Sharma, to rethink his approach. We
would like him to support Reading and
other councils to help them build more
council houses for renters - and to help
change planning rules to insist that
developers build more affordable homes
for home buyers.

Matt Rodda campaigning with Church Ward Councillors
Eileen McElligott and Ashley Pearce

Tory Government makes you work longer for less

Government pension changes
will leave the vulnerable short

Thousands of men and women in Church
Ward will have to wait a year longer than
expected to get their state pension, the
government has announced. The rise in the
pension age to 68 will now be phased in
between 2037 and 2039, rather than from
2044 as was originally proposed. Those
affected are currently between the ages of
39 and 47. Given recent reports suggesting
increases in life expectancy are beginning to
stall, this is particularly bad news for South
Reading with long-standing health
inequalities affecting the region in

retirement. Most pensioners will now spend
their retirement battling a toxic cocktail of
ill-health. The government talks about
making Britain fairer but their pensions
policy, whether it is the injustice that 1950sborn women are facing, or these latest
proposals, is anything but fair. In large parts
of the country, the state pension age will be
higher than healthy life expectancy and lowpaid workers at risk of insecurity in their
working lives will now face greater insecurity
in old age too.

Campaigning and listening all year
round

Cllr Ashley Pearce

Education funding at crisis point
As a teacher of ten years and a Governor at a
local primary school, education really matters to
me. Under this Government our schools are
facing a recruitment and a funding crisis. More
teachers than ever are leaving the profession
and fewer are starting to train. A pay ''freeze'' for
7 years has actually meant a huge real terms pay
cut. Teachers can't pay their rising bills on good
will alone. School funding has also been cut in
real terms with schools student numbers, tax
and pension contributions all rising. The
Government have recently also scrapped plans
for free school meals for infants. Under Labour
things would be different.
Labour would invest more than £20bn in
schools, protecting budgets in real terms,
bringing back the educational maintenance
allowance to help the poorest attend sixth form

 07950485497

and reducing class sizes. This is the least our kids
deserve, children only get one chance at an
education, and every one of them deserves the
best we can possibly provide.

 ashley.pearce@
reading.gov.uk
 5 Coley Place,
Reading
RG1 6AD

Cllr Ashley Pearce

Cllr Eileen McElligott
 07766903276
 eileen.mcelligott@
reading.gov.uk
 11 Pantile Close,
Tilehurst,
Reading
RG30 4HX

Cllr Ashley Pearce outside the new Ridgeway school
building where he is a Governor

News and events from Church Ward

Cllr Paul Woodward

It has been a busy few months in Church
Ward, Councillors collected hundreds of
signatures asking for fairer funding for
South Reading's health services (some of
the poorest funded in the UK), updates of
the South Reading calendar have been
delivered and WhitFest arts festival
attended at John Madejski academy.
There was good news for transport as
Reading Borough Council has been
successful in a £2.3m funding bid for the
new Green Park train station in South
Reading. The new station could be up and
running by 2019, providing local jobs and
improved transport links in the area.

 Paul.Woodward@
reading.gov.uk

Our regular Councillor advice surgeries
are held alongside the Thames Valley
Police on the first Saturday of every
month at the Whitley Cafe on
Northumberland Avenue from 10.30am12pm.

 07776238861

 7 Sherwood Street,
Reading
RG30 1LJ

Matt Rodda MP
 07746642938
 mattroddampoffice
@gmail.com
 House of Commons,
London,
SW1A 0AA
Cllr Ashley Pearce at the WhitFest arts event.

Corbyn calls for more Council houses

Reading East MP Matt Rodda and Labour leader
Jeremy Corbyn

Labour leader Jeremy Corbyn paid a visit to
Reading for the second time in three
months to speak to local residents about
fuel poverty and the housing crisis in
Reading. Mr Corbyn, alongside our new MP
Matt Rodda, spoke with homeless charity
Launchpad about the acute housing
shortage in the South East and the
problems it is causing. He also blasted the
Government for not allowing Reading
Council to build more Council homes. Mr
Corbyn said “The root cause of
homelessness in places like Reading is
expensive private sector houses.''
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''Ultimately the answer is investment in
council housing, but it is also giving local
authorities the power to convert former
industrial properties and office properties
into social housing. It's the lack of
affordable housing. We need a more
thought through approach, families are
being priced out. Landlords raise prices and
the families that were there can no longer
afford rent. That's a huge problem''. Mr
Corbyn then visited a resident in Whitley to
discuss the growing problem of fuel poverty
and rising energy prices. Once elected,
Labour will cap energy prices and provide a
boost to all households.

