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Let us know about 20mph
zones in South Reading
Councillors would like to hear
your views on 20mph zones in
your area. After some resident
calls and a straw poll at
WhitFest, Councillors would like
to hear if you believe a 20mph
zone would improve your
area.These zones would remind
drivers of the 20mph speed
limit in the area through signs
and painted roundels on roads.
Studies have proven these to
be effective for traffic calming
as well as improving safety in
these areas. 20mph zones can
also encourage more physical
activity, such as walking and
cycling, by contributing
towards a safer environment.

Would a 20mph zone help improve your street?

The money spent on the schemes can also greatly improve the
character of a residential area and quality of life of the
residents. These zones will not be introduced without resident
say so, please contact Ashley, Paul or Eileen to air your views on
this issue if you believe they are a good idea for Whitley.

Reading schools results on the rise

Staff at the Ridgeway school after receiving
a pride of Reading award nomination.

PUPILS in Reading achieved results
above the national average in this
year’s tests for 11-year-olds for the
first time in ten years. The tests
taken in May 2016 by Year 6 pupils
were the first to assess the new and
more challenging national curriculum
which was introduced in September
2014. Results show big improvements
in key stage 2 with Reading's national
ranking in reading, writing and maths
rising from 103rd last year to 49th
this year. This places the authority in

the top third of the country. In
Secondary Schools our A level results
were again in line with the national
average, with John Madejski Academy
achieving its highest ever pass rate.
At GCSE level our 16 year olds
recorded 66% A*-C grades beating the
57.5% of last year. Congratulations to
all of our local schools for all of their
hard work. Congratulations also for
Ridgeway being nominated for a Pride
of Reading award for their work with
pupils!

Campaigning and listening all year round

Number 9 bus route changed to help residents
Council owned and run Reading Buses
Scarlet number 9 bus route, has recently
changed to run along Cressingham road
after pressure from Councillors, the
University and Whitley Big Local. A
research project last year commissioned
by Big Local and carried out by the
University found out that some of
residents biggest travel issues included a
direct route from Whitley to the hospital
and a supermarket. The route will
continue to run down Shinfield Road, but
will run via Cressingham Road, Buckland
Road and Basingstoke Road. It will turn
back onto Cressingham Road and then
left back onto Shinfield Road on its

return journeyto Reading town centre
via the Royal Berkshire Hospital . This
route will mean that the bus will visit all
major points of interest in the area such
as the Morrisons, Aldi and Lidl stores and
Whitley Community Cafe, and will link
many more parts of Whitley directly with
the hospital. The frequency of the
number 3 leopard service will also
increase to every 15mins. We hope
these changes can make a big
difference, and demonstrate residents'
views being put into practice. Single bus
fares will see an increase of 10p to
£1.70 per journey, this is however still
the lowest fare anywhere in Reading.

The new bus route along Cressingham Road.
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Councillors have been busy at various
events in recent months. Ashley attended
the Reading buses open day where people
were able to see the buses of the future.
Councillors were present at the 11th annual
Churches fun day were many local groups
were present. Huge thanks again go to
Vernon Orr and the organisers. Paul, Ashley
and Eileen also ran a raffle stall at this
year's WhitFest as well as asking residents
their views on a potential 20mph zone in
South Reading by placing balls into a
container! The South Reading
neighbourhood action group has also been
re-launched to hear the views of local
residents. The next meeting is on October
28th at 7.30pm in the South Reading
community centre. Remember we have
Councillor surgeries on the first Saturday of
every month from 10.30am at the Whitley
Café on Northumberland Avenue.

Local schools chance to design ''Waste Warrior''!
Children in Reading are being asked to use
their artistic talents to create a recycling
mascot for the Council. Pupils at primary
schools across the borough have been
invited to enter a competition to design a
character who will be used by the council
to inspire mums and dads to recycle more.
Youngsters are being challenged to design
a mascot, maybe a waste warrior or ecofriendly animal with a catchy name to be
used in future publicity about recycling.

The winner of the competition will receive
tickets to see the pantomime, Snow White
starring Justin Fletcher, at The Hexagon
this winter. Their school will also be given
£500 towards a 'green' project.
The waste and recycling team are offering
to visit primary schools across the
borough to inspire pupils to take part in
the competition.
For more details contact
streetcare.admin@reading.gov.uk.
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How to get in touch
 07776238861

 eileen4church@gmail.com
 ash-pearce-church-ward.co.uk
Like our new Church ward
Labour Party Facebook page!
Write to...
Ashley Pearce, 5 Coley Place,
Reading, RG1 6AD

