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Have your say on the
Council's priorities
Reading Borough Council estimates it
needs to save a further £39 million
over the next three years to 2019.
This is because since 2013 the
Conservative Government have cut
Reading’s grant funding by 40%.
These cuts are taking place at a time
when demand for local Council
services in Reading is increasing.Over
the next three years the Council will
be making a series of budget proposals
to make the savings needed. The
latest of these packages of savings,
efficiencies and income proposals have
been agreed for consultation where
we want you to have your say. You can
find details of the individual proposals
and have your say here:
http://beta.reading.gov.uk/budget .
These are your council services so
make sure you have your say. The
consultation runs until 5pm on Friday

Eileen (and co!) with Ashley after a successful clean up.
16th October 2015 and all feedback will be considered before decisions are
made. Despite these cuts your Councillors will continue working hard on your
behalf. Eileen, Ashley and Paul have been busy over the summer, including the
Shinfield Rec clean up, surveying residents on traffic issues in Linden Road,
working on a South Reading calendar and on the expansion of Ridgeway School
amongst many other conversations with residents.

Osborne's budget again fails to deliver for South Reading

The reality of Government cuts
here in Reading.

George Osborne's budget again failed
to realise the issues of families across
Reading. £12bn in welfare cuts will
see working age benefits (tax credits
and child benefit included) cut in real
terms, the public sector will see pay
rises capped at 1% (compared to 11%
for our MP’s), maintenance grants for
poorer students to attend University
have been scrapped and 18-21 year
olds have been hit with draconian
measures on housing benefit. The
Chancellor did manage to find money

to cut corporation tax for big
businesses, but not business rates for
small firms. For Reading, the issues of
high housing costs were ignored.
There were no plans for a desperately
needed house building programme or
to deal with sky high private rents
but subsidies for social housing are to
be phased out. Reading Borough
Council will see further unfair cuts to
its budget, with funding per head cut
by £103 in Reading compared to £38
per head in Wokingham.

Campaigning and listening all year round

A residents view of the Governments actions
My government are stealing from
my children and it’s getting away
with it! While that may not be the
real facts of the budget it is
certainly how I feel about it. The
last budget has reduced tax credits,
told me two kids is enough, reduced
the overall amount of assistance
people are entitled to, reduced the
amount disabled people are
entitled to and helped rich people
to inherit more money without
paying tax on it. I no longer hear
anything about everyone making

sacrifices to pay down national
debt. I welcome the increase in the
minimum wage but I know that
means that childcare costs will go
up for all kids not just the first two.
This is to encourage lifestyle
change. All these cuts are about
forcing me to change the way I live,
raise kids, shop, work and retire.
The banking crisis was not my fault
and The Tories won’t make me
think otherwise. VOTE LABOUR.
MoMcSevney has 2 children and is
aparty member & activist.

Resident mo reacts to the budget

News and events from across Church Ward
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Councillors have been active across
the Ward during the Summer months.
Rabson's Rec has provided the venue
for the South Reading Churches fun
day where attendance was again
good and the sun shone, as well as
WhitFest where Councillors were
able to see some of the art work
residents had produced. Councillors
will continue speaking to residents
with the next Councillors surgeries
taking place on the first Saturday of
every month from 10.30am-12pm at
the Whitley Cafe on Northumberland
Avenue. DID YOU KNOW: You can join
the Labour party for as little as
£1.96 per month. For more details
see: https://join.labour.org.uk/

Education improvements across Church Ward and Reading
Ashley and Eileen have been working on a
new education strategy to help improve
schools across Reading. The documents are
currently out for consultation and you can
have your say here:
http://beta.reading.gov.uk/readingeducation
consultation.
We would also like to make you aware of
the Northumberland training academy (By
Reading Girls School) that is taking in
students for the new term on courses

ranging from beauty to building. For more
information check
http://northumberlandta.co.uk/.
You may have noticed new building
structures going up at The Ridgeway,
Geoffrey Field and Reading Girls School as
Reading Council continues to support our
local schools expand and improve. Lastly a
new zebra crossing is in place to help get
students across Northumberland Avenue to
Geoffrey Field School more easily.
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How to get in touch
 07776238861

 eileen4church@gmail.com
 ash-pearce-churchward.co.uk
Write to...
Labour party, Silver square, Silver Street, Reading, RG1 2TH

